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Are you between 16-21 years old and 

interested in youth issues in our community?

Foundation Boroondara Youth Action Committee is looking for enthusiastic

young people to become members of our Committee.

This initiative involves young people undertaking projects, raising funds and funding youth initiatives in our community.

Foundation Boroondara is a not-for-profit organisation committed to promoting and building community and wellbeing in the City of Boroondara, through grants, community projects and partnerships.
What is the Youth Action Committee (YAC)?

The YAC is responsible for identifying and addressing the needs of young people in our community.  This may be done through projects or grant making i.e. raising funds, calling for applications, conducting the selection process and making funding decisions. The YAC comprises between 10 to 20 members, aged 16 to 23, who come from a diversity of backgrounds.  Members must live, work or study in Boroondara.
Committee members work together to assess the needs of the young people of Boroondara and determining youth-related initiatives which should be undertaken or funded to address these needs.  The committee has an allocated Board member and a small number of older people who provide support, information and assistance when necessary.
These initiatives must benefit the Community by encouraging and supporting young people’s development.  The amount of funding available for granting to the community will be determined by funds raised and funds contributed from Foundation Boroondara.  In 2006 Foundation Boroondara contributed $5,000, with a further $15,000 available as a matching grant for any money raised by the YAC through fundraising.

The YAC operates within the overall objectives of Foundation Boroondara.

What is the YAC Vision and Mission?

Vision:

"The young people of Boroondara working together to build an inclusive and strong community"

Mission:

The YAC empowers the young people of Boroondara to achieve their aspirations and work together to create a supportive, inclusive community by:

· Listening to, investigating and positively addressing pivotal issues affecting young people.
· Celebrating fun, active and caring youth citizenship.
· Supporting and integrating youth initiatives and community programs through fundraising, grant making and engaging the wider community in responding to youth issues.
· Redressing discrimination and disadvantage.
· Promoting greater understanding among young people for each other and for the world in which we live.
What do Youth Action Committee Members do?

· Identify and prioritise the needs of young people within their communities.
· Have knowledge of youth issues, both locally and specifically (eg environment).
· Raise funds from the local community. 

· Assess grant seeker applications.

· Make informed individual and group decisions.

· Represent Foundation Boroondara in public arenas.
· Participate in the future recruitment of YAC members.
What is involved in being a member of the Youth Action Committee?

Committee members selected for the YAC will be appointed for two years, with the possibility of re-election if still within the age group.  

The committee is responsible for determining their own agenda in relation to projects, fundraising and grant making.  Each committee member is expected to commit the equivalent of approximately 15 days (usually on the weekends and in the evenings) per year.  The YAC currently meets once every two months on Sunday evening in Camberwell, with additional meetings as required.

Committee members also participate in and promote our activities during the year.  For example, this may include visiting grant recipients or representing Foundation Boroondara at local events.

Will committee members receive training?

Training is provided to ensure all members feel equipped to carry out their role on the committee.  
What are the benefits of being a member of the YAC?

As a member of the Youth Action Committee you will:

· Meet and work with an interesting and diverse group of people. 

· Learn more about youth issues, the community you live in, community foundations, fundraising and grant making.
· Develop new skills and competencies, including group decision making, negotiation, communication and grant making.
· Make decisions about where funding goes for the benefit of young people.
· Make positive contributions to young people in your community.
· Increase your confidence in taking on community roles now and in the future.
· Increase your career opportunities due to significant community involvement.
Does it cost anything?

All costs in association with attendance are covered at the committee meetings.  However, participation on the committee is voluntary.

What is the selection process?

· Applications must be in writing and directly respond to the questions asked.
· Applications will only be accepted from self-nominating individuals.
· Selection will take place by current YAC members.  

· Applicants will be notified about the status of their application.
The application form attached is also available electronically on our website www.foundationboroondara.org.au (Youth Action Committee link on left menu)
or by phoning us on 9278 4763.

YOUTH ACTION COMMITTEE
APPLICATION FORM
This application may be typed or neatly hand written.

Applicant Details


Name 

Age

Date of Birth

Address 

     Postcode


Postal Address 

     Postcode
Telephone (home)


 

(work)

        (mobile)


                Fax  

Email 

I understand that becoming a member of the Foundation Boroondara Youth Action Committee will require a significant commitment, including weekends and evenings.

I authorise Foundation Boroondara and members of the YAC to contact the referee named in this application for the purposes of determining my suitability as a member of the Committee.

I understand that if I am appointed to the Youth Action Committee that my name may be released by Foundation Boroondara to the media and other organisations.

I understand that for the purposes of the selection process my application may be viewed by The Foundation’s Board, staff and members of the Youth Action Committee.

If your application is unsuccessful, would you like to be kept informed of other opportunities with Foundation Boroondara? 


YES  /  NO  (circle / delete one)
Name or

Signature



  


Date 

PLEASE NOTE

Receipt of an application at becky.weir@boroondara.vic.gov.au will assume the applicant agrees to the above acknowledgements.

To assist in the selection process, please respond to the following questions.  Please limit your answers to a total of no more then two pages using a minimum 10pt font.

1. What would you most like to change in your community?

2. Why do you want to join the Youth Action Committee?

3. Describe an example of when you were involved in a group of people to achieve a goal.  What part did you play, what outcome was achieved and what did you learn from the process?

4. List any work (voluntary or paid) you have undertaken and school/tertiary institutions you are attending or have attended.
5. List the organisations/groups/initiatives to which you belong to or have belonged to in the past.  Please also advise your level of involvement.

Example 
Soccer Club


player

1998-2000




Youth Resource Centre

client

2002




Youth Club


committee
2003
6. What are your hobbies and interests?

7. How did you find out about the Youth Action Committee? (eg. school, youth worker, paper)
Referee
Please provide contact details of a personal referee (family members are not accepted).  If you are short-listed for an interview, your referee may be contacted.

	
	Referee 

	Name
	

	Address
	

	Suburb, Post Code
	

	Phone Number
	

	Relationship to Applicant
	


Applications may be submitted via one of:

Email: becky.weir@boroondara.vic.gov.au 

Post: Foundation Boroondara YAC Membership, PO Box 2182, Hawthorn, Vic 3122
In person: Foundation Boroondara, 360 Burwood Road, Hawthorn
Any enquiries please contact Becky: becky.weir@boroondara.vic.gov.au
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